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INTRODUCTION. 


— 


THESE lessons are adapted to the needs of beginners, 
and should precede the work of the regular First Reader. 

The work is begun in script because children learn more 
rapidly that which they attempt to reproduce. Thus 
writing may be profitably begun with the reading. 

However, the book has been so planned that any one 
desiring to do so, may omit the script lessons and begin 
with the lessons in print. 

In this work the author has aimed to make use of what 
is best and most helpful in the “sentence,” the “ word,” 
and the “phonic methods,” believing that there is much 
of value in each, and that each has its proper place in 
teaching the child how to read. 

The children should observe and talk about some beau- 
tiful plant. One or two of the sentences they use in con- 
versation may be written upon the board; for example, 
those in Lesson I. 


[iii] 


From the sentence, they learn the words of which it is 
composed. These words should be used many times in 
other sentences, and the children should have much prac- 
tice in writing them. 

For seat work, at this stage, children should have boxes 
of written word-cards containing the words which they 
learn. 

These are easily prepared on the hektograph. In the 
boxes may be placed, also, simple pictures of a leaf, nut, 
seed, flower, etc., prepared in the same way, also pieces 
of cardboard of the colors mentioned. This will give 
profitable employment in matching color names to their 
color, and object words to the picture. By use of these 
written words sentences from the board may be copied, 
and later, children may express their own thoughts about 
some leaf, nut, or flower given them. 

Up to a certain point it is very easy for children to 
learn new words as wholes; but as new words multiply, 
confusion arises. If the child forgets words, there is no 
way for him to know them again unless he is told, as at 
first. This leads him to form a habit of depending 
upon others. ‘To avoid this the child must have thorough 
work in phonics. 

As a preparation for this work children should have 
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considerable practice in naming words, the sounds of 
which are given by the teacher. The ear is thus trained 
so that children may be able to recognize the word when 
it is “sounded.” 

When the transition to print is made, the sound of the 
letter may be connected with the printed form. Print 
and pronounce slowly c-a-n. Which part of the word 
says e (sound of ¢)? What sound do you hear last, and 
soon? ‘Then what is the sound of this letter “n” ? 

Pronounce many words containing each sound and have 
the children tell whether they hear the sound first or last 
_ in the word. 

Children are now ready for the “synthetic” method, 
and are able to discover new words for themselves and 
to recall old ones. As the child learns more sounds, he 
becomes gradually more self-helpful. 

Care has been taken to present at first but one sound 
of each letter, and when words are used involving other 
sounds, to teach such words as wholes. 

Much thought has been given to the selection of themes 
for these lessons, because it is believed that the interest 
depends largely upon a proper selection of subjects. 

In the beginning, particularly, little children should 
see and handle what they are to talk about. Leaves, 


wd 


flowers, nuts, and seeds are chosen as subjects for the 
first lessons because they may be had in such variety and 
abundance, because they present such beauty of coloring, 
which is always very attractive to children, and because 
they may be made still more attractive by the live teacher. 

There is another reason why these objects are particu- 
larly well fitted for use in the beginning: they furnish 
the best opportunity for the continued association of the 
words with the objects, and also for the repetition of 
words. 

For example, in the script lessons there are but 
twenty-eight words used, yet it is easy to keep the work 
alive by the daily use of the objects mentioned ; learning 
to know their names, their coloring, and some simple 
things in regard to their growth, their purpose, and the 
changes they undergo. 

Later, the lessons touch upon subjects a little more 
remote, such as children’s plays and toys. Regard for 
animals, the proper attitude of children toward one 
another and toward their parents, are suggested in some 
of the lessons. 

A beginning is made also in giving the little ones some 
ideas of the moon, and the stars, of little people in other 
countries, and of early conditions in this country. 
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It is not the intention to teach color by the use of this 
little book. Only such colors have been selected as will 
cause the least confusion, and as seem to be known by 
nearly all children of six years. The colors are those 
which are most abundant in the fall of the year, when 
children enter school. 

By the constant repetition of the old words, and by the 
introduction of comparatively few new ones, by the use of 
many short sentences, and a large number of easy lessons, 
it is believed the children may be able to read fluently 
before they encounter the difficulties that usually come 
so early in a First Reader. 

Three little stories have been included. These may 
be read to the children to aid in giving them the poetic 
view of some of the objects mentioned. 

It is further suggested that the little ones be made 
familiar with Henry Ward Beecher’s beautiful stories of 
“ An Anxious Leaf” and “Coming and Going,” in “ Nor- 
wood.” 

There are also to be obtained many beautiful nature 
poems within the children’s comprehension, which will 
further the same purpose. 

These lessons are not intended to displace any black- 
board or observation work done by the wide-awake teacher, 
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but rather to supplement such work by providing lessons 
upon the same subjects as the children have studied. 

It is hoped that they may prove a time-saver to such | 
teachers, by furnishing them with material such as they 
would otherwise have to prepare, at great expenditure of 
time and labor, on hektograph or printing-press. 

That this little book may add interest to the work of 
both teacher and pupil, is the earnest wish of 


THE AUTHOR. 
INDIANAPOLIS, IND., 
November, 1898. ! 
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red 

ee 
gr < 
yellow 
brown 
white 


black 


The Htower yollour. 
€ I s.e0 Cl yellour Leaf 
J SLC Gs Aeon teal. 


fe al 


Gsmanwl.@ 
The nul iv froum. 


3 SLL OL Lou teat. 


cum wit, 
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te o sop. 
The send Ww frown ig 
have a flower. 


The flower us rot brown. ~ 


Shave a green Leaf. | 
Jsoer a troun nul. 
The seed w yollour. 

3 s20 a yotlouwr flower. 
| J seo a hed flower. 
Shave a ru. 

JT ws not a troun nul. 
IL CALL. | 


) have @ yellow aa 
Shave a rod flower. 
The Sud w ALU. 
J howe a ecb toa. 
The flower Lb yollow. 
The nul is troun. 
Shave a hod seed. 
Shawe'a bud. 

JU w not a RLUIL Ld. 
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S$ se0 a epee 


IC ib roum. . 
The seed Coun. feu | 
Seo the seed feu | 
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\ 


See the flowSe 
IU yellour amd whi 
Js20 a peo Bud 
SU wb a flowen Bud. 
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Iseoa oof 
dU hed amd. yellcal 
IUhasa red stem. 

Sec the Yyellour feaf | | 
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The flower Lb riot hed. 
JU wb a yellow flower. 
Shave a brown teal. 
Be teal cam. {le 
Shave a seed. 

IT we not ROUT, 

J am a black sec. 

J cam not fly 
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The flower ib not while. 
The seed w while. 

The flower iv red and yellou 
Jt has a slom. 4 
The stom w rem. 
Shave a UU hud. 

JU has a Veer slum. 

IU w a flower-bud. 


The toaf w red amd groom 
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Do You See a Lruch ? 
Sti not CALUTL. 

Sl ib mot a flower-tud. 
JU wb a Loaf. 

A loap-Lud. iv brown. 
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Do YOU SLo a soacl ? 


fey 


mot 


JU cam 
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See the frown seed! 

Tt hasatrown slum. 

Cam the frown seed ty ? 
The foal wb hod amd yellows. 
The slom oreo amd. yellow 
Swe the yollour plower | 
JUhab a green slum. 

— ow have a while flower. 
The flower cam not qty. 


$302 a whule flower. 

It hada green slo. 
The foaf -trud io brown. 
JU uw not UL , 

J have a flowenr-tud. 
Do YOu see TE: 

JC w Pawn ard yrllow. 
} 32 a VLU bud. > 

IU a flower-bud 


T-see a leaf. 

It is yellow. 

I see the stem. 

The stem is yellow. 
See the yellow stem! 
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I can see the leaf. 
It is not yellow. 


It is not green. 
The leaf is brown. 


The stem is brown. 
[22] 


I see a flower al a, leaf. 
The flower is not reth & 
It is white. 1 


Live -stenm ig green. 


The leaf is green. 
[23 ] 


Finding sounds: 
fud ee 
oan you 
you 


By sight: 


pretty 


Do you see the flower? 

It is yellow. 

The flower is pretty. 

The leaf is green. 

The bud is green and yellow. 
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GIT Ft. Finding sounds: Lack 


am am 


black 
Teen 
nul a m have 
nut have 


| jpn = 


aS 


ZS 
—— = 
=z => 
Spall 


aime not. a. brown mut 
lam not black. 

LP anrarngreen nut: 

L have a stem. 

Do you seeat? 
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Making Word: 


m 4. hab 
Mm--a--D has 
man 


ee 


‘oe I see the man. 
~The man has a pretty flower. 
| The flower has a stem. 

It has a leaf and a bud. 

Do you see the bud? 
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Finding sounds: Making word: 


seed m @ 
S-=¢ce--d m-=e 


like 


Doe you-see me? 
ieamaa, ereen: seed. 
I have a stem. 
Peanviy, 

T like.to fly. 
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Making word: 


Sees on 
§-—6e-- nh 
seen 


I see a white seed. 

I do not see a black seed. 
I have seen red seeds. 

I have seen brown seeds. 


Have you seen green seeds? 
[ 28] 


Finding sounds: Making word: 


nut Ot his n 
Me Usb s--US. 0 
n itt sun 


I have a pretty flower. 
It is yellow and brown. 
lt has a green leaf. 

It has a green stem. 

It is a sunflower. 


Ganrit see the suri? 
[29 ] 


‘<. 


Finding sounds: 


I S flower --s 
By sight: leaves. 


= \ 9% 
See the brown buds! 
The buds have leaves. 


IT do not see the ae 
the buds. a ce 


Have the buds flowers?. 3% 


ty [ 80 ] 
e 


By sound: tin, sand. sysignt: play 


| have a tin can. 

The can has sand in it. 
The sand is white. . 

White sand is pretty. 

i like te playan. the sand, 
Do you like to play in it? 


Words for drill, using sounds learned: 


a . a ti ee i 
an cut see mn 
man nut sees tin 
tan mud = seen sit 
mad cud seed mit 
sad sun seem dim 


Find sounds: £ and [ from green. 


By sound: tree. 


. L-see the-tree, 

It has pretty leaves. 

, Has the tree green leaves? 
Has the tree buds? 


a IL can not see the buds. 
[32] 


LFA 


ee et 


By sound: cat, run. By sight: likes. 


— 
a 


I have a pretty cat. 
It is a white cat. 

It likes to play. 

Do you see it play? 
Run, run, pretty cat! 
J like to see you play. 


[33 ] 


eh. ee 


” on + « 


Find sound: re) from not. 
By sound: dog, Tom. 
By sight: loves, too. 


See Tom and the dog! 
The dog is black. 

The dog loves Tom. 
Tom loves the dog. 
The dog can run. 


Tom can run, too. 
[34] 


Vv 
By sound: ON. 


I see a tree. 

TI do not see a leaf on it. 

I do not see a nut. 

dale tree is. not ‘green. 

It has leaf-buds on it. 

Can you see the leaf-buds? 
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By sound: dig. By sight: ant. 


Do you see the ant? 

It is a brown ant. 

It can run on the sand. 
The ant can dig. 

Have you seen it run? 
I have seen the ant dig. 
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Find sounds: ] and € from leaf. 
Bysound: its, feet, feed, édt. 
By sight: caterpillar. 


A caterpillar is on the leaf. 
jis a-creen caterpillar. 

I see its feet. 

Can you feed it? 

Piiecan eat Lhe lear. 

It likes to eat leaves. 

Do you like-to see it? 


[ 37 ] 


By sound: littl, Fan, doll. 


See little Fan! 

I see the doll Fan has. 
Is it a little doll? 

Fan loves the doll. 

I see you, little Fan. 

I see you love the doll. 


[38] 


Find sounds: j and p from jump. 
Bysound: spun, Up, sleeps. 


By sight: 


ocaaa | Cocoon. 


See the brown cocoon! 

A green caterpillar spun it. 
ine cocoon 1s wp on. ai Tree. 
The caterpillarisin the cocoon. 
It sleeps in the cocoon. 

I do not see the caterpillar. 


[39 ] 


Words for drill, using sounds learned: 


u 


~~ 


u 


dull 
gull 
muff 
cuff 
puff 
Jug 
just 
jump 
must 
dust 
us 
fuss 


By sound: appl¢, cut, plant. 


tT havea pretty apple. 
Ht 1s-redrand, creen: 

It has a brown stem. 
I can cut the apple. 
It has brown seeds. 

I can plant the seeds. 
I can eat the apple. 
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By sound: top, spin, fin. 


See the top spin! 
Can you spin a top? 
Tom can spin it. 


I can spin a little top. 
It is fun to spin a top. 
Do you like a top? 
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By sound: Sap, from, drop. 


Per vie 
Sisatiyy, Uy 
~ Riad DN 
* " , 


See the tree! 

It -has' sap im it. 

mee the sap drop from i 
A leaf has sap in it. 

Can you see the sap in a leaf?. 


A. flower has sap, too. 
[43 ] 


Find sound: b from bud. 
Bysouna: bée, big, still, sit. 


The big bee is on a flower. 

It can eat from the flower. 

It can not eat from a bud. 

Sit still, big bee! 

I see you on the red flower 
I can run from you. 


You can fly from me. 
[44] 


By sound: bug, bugs. By sight: Lady. 


Do you see the little bug? 
It is red and black. 

It is a Lady-bug. 

Lady-bug is on the stem. 

It can. see little green bugs. 
It can eat the green bugs. 
The little Lady-bug can fly. 
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py sod: Bun, rabbit, beet tops, 
Gdrs, must 


= . 
oles 


I see you, little rabbit. 

You have big ears. 

I love you, little Bun. 

I feed you beet tops. 

You must not run from me: 


You must run from the dog. 
[46 ] 


Find sound: y from fly. 
By sound: oe off, if, pod. 


I have a seed pod. 

It has little brown seeds in it. 
The little seeds:can fly, 

ity ‘ott, little seeds: 

ee dike to see you. fly. 

mca not fiy, ik try. 


[47 ] 


By sound: My, dry, mug, you-r. 


WTI 
\i/ 


\\ 


EE 


\X 


AWK 


A 


I see you, little fly. 
You sit on my mug. 

I see you dry your feet. 
Do you like to fly? 

I can not fly. 

L can triaa: 


Can you run too? 
[48 ] 


Find sound: ray from red. 
By sound: nest, left egos. 
By sight: bird, bird’s. 


See the little nest! 
It is up in a tree. 

It is a bird’s nest. 

The bird has left it. 

Has the nest eggs in it? 

I do not see the bird’s eggs. 


[49 ] 


By sound: fell, soft. 


See the little brown nut! 
It fell from the tree.’ 

It fell from its soft nest. 
Its nest is brown. 

The nut is brown. 

The nut is a seed. 


I can plant the nut. 
[50] 


Bysound: Hie, gdOt, sell, lift. 


I have a big bag. 

febave iats in. it. 

I got the nuts from a tree. 
I must sell my nuts. 

Can you lift my bag? 
Hoean litt it. 


Words for drill, using sounds learned: 


4 7 é é 
bat by set bell 
bad my pet fell 
bag sly let sell 
cab try get tell 


Rab cry met fed 


[51] 


Give sound: YV. 
Bysouna: pond, wet, will, get, cap. 
By sight: Into. 


My cap fell into the pond. 
It is my little red cap. 

| I can not get it. 

It will get wet. 


I must have it. 


A. man can get it. 
[52 ] 


+ 


x 
€ 
4 Ne 


By sound: went, wind, let. 


See the little brown seed! 

It has a brown stem. 

The stem is on a little leaf. 
The seed fell from a tree. 
Off it went in the wind! 
Let me see you fly, little seed. 
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By sound: US, We, Swim, Spot. 


Let us run to the pond. 

It will be fun to run. 

We can not swim in the pond. 
We can see Spot swim. 

Run on, Spot! 


Let us see you swim. 
[54] 


By sound: frog, log, mud. 


IT am a big frog. 

I like to sit on the log. 

See me jump into the pond! 
I can swim in the pond. 

I can sleep in the mud. 
Can you swim? 

Can you jump? 
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By sound: Rob, well. 


N \ 
RAY 
SS \ W 


O Rob, see my cap! 

It fell into the well. 
Will it get wet, Rob? 
Can you get it? 

I will try. 

Get it, if you can, Rob. 


[56 ] 


Find sound: in from black. 
By sound: Silk, kill, web, as. 
By sight: spider, 


See the ale are 

It is as soft as silk. 

mie big, black spider spun it. 
imlike to see a spider spin. 
The spider sits upon the web. 
Do not run from me, big spider. 


eLwill not kill-you: 


[57 ] 


By sound: Pick, stick. By sight: burr. 


I am a brown burr. 

I can stick to you. 

You will have to pick me off. 
I have little brown seeds. 
Will you plant the seeds? 
The wind can not do it. 

My seeds can not fly. 


[58] 


Find sound: h from. has. 
By sound: hen, duck, but. 


Z ~s 


EEE cpa, 1-1 


See the Hey and the duck! 


The duck has web-feet. 

The hen has not web-feet. 
The duck can swim. 

It can not run well. 

The: hen can run, but it can 


not swim. 
[59] 


Vv 


By sound: he, him, hand, pet. 


I have a pet bird. 

See him sit on my hand! 
My bird loves me. 

I feed him seeds. 

He will eat from my hand. 
He will not fly from me. 
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Give sound: YZ, 


By sound: buzz, dust. By siont: honey. 


ieee a bee! ona bud. 

It-can=buzz,. buzz: 

Fly to a flower, you big bee! 

Can-you get honey from a 
flower? 

You can get flower-dust. 

Do you eat flower-dust ? 


[61 ] 


By sound: Nd, pink, dy ¢s. By sight: blue. 


Ss 


y 


SRS uty 
Stuegitt A 
asks \ 
ath 
wes 


See my pet rabbit! 

It has pink eyes. 

My cat has green eyes. 
I have black eyes. 
Ned has brown eyes. 
Rob has blue eyes. 


[62] 


By sound: Sweet, stand. 


peaer a Dic bee. 

He is on a sunflower. 

Mo not.ran,from, him. 
Stand still and see him. 
See the yellow dust he has! 
He gets it from the flower. 


Is the flower-dust sweet? 
[63 ] 


Find sound: Y~ from have. 
By sound: livés, velvet, her¢. 
By sight: cCat-tail. 


Here is ‘a cat-tail 

It lives in the pond. 

It is as soft as velvet. - 
It has little brown seeds. 
The seeds can fly off, 


The cat-tail has green leaves, 
[64] | 


al 
anal 

\ a 4 
Reh 
a? Oa 


Give sound: qu. 


By sound: queen, quick. 


Be quick! See the big bee! 
fiewill tly off. 
It is-a_queen bee. 
Is it not a big bee? 
iiay e/you. seen queen bees? 
I have seen queen bees and 
queen ants. 
BCan the queen ant fly? 


[65] 


By souna: squirrel, lim, hid, crack. 


Here is a little squirrel. 

He sits upon a limb. 

He lives in the tree. 

He hid nuts in the tree; 
The squirrel can crack @aiaa 
I like to see him eat it. 


[66] 


Give sound: <X, 


box, wax, lid, dréss. 


I have a big box. 

My doll is in it. 

itt the lid and see: my doll. 
It is a wax doll. 

It has a white dress. 

I love my pretty doll. 


[ 67 ] 


Words for drill, using sounds learned: 


we 
well 
wet 
will 
wilt 
weed 
wind 
went 
win 


wind 


keep 
keen 
kiss 
kill 
kid 
back 
sack 
Jack 
lack 


erack 


hen 
hd 
ee 


hill 
hot 
hunt 
hand 


heed 


(68 ] 


havé 


queen 
queer 


quilt 


wax 
tax 


Max 


Give sound: ch. 


six, giv¢, chicks, peep, médl. 


I see six little yellow chicks. 
idenot see-the hen: 

Peep, peep, little chicks! 
ance to feed you. 

I will give you meal to eat. 
Will you eat from my hand? 


Do not run from me. 
[69] 


Give sound: ar 


fing, rid¢, slid¢, sled, Nell. 


na 
sw 


Rob has a red sled. 

It is a big, fine sled. 

Rob will run to the pond. 
He will give Nell a ride. 
It is fun to ride on a sled. 
It is fun to slide, too. 


(‘70 ] 


Give sound : O. 


snow, blow, so, cold, hop¢. 


See the soft white snow ! 
I like to see the snow. 
ican ride on my sled. 

I hope the wind will not blow. 
The wind is so cold. 
IT do not like the cold wind. 


[71] 


A bird came to the tree. 

His little mate came, too. 
The birds made a nest. 

I must not play by the tree. 
The birds will not like it. 
The nest has eges imi it 

By and by little birds will 


be in the nest. 
{ 72] 


Give sound: U 


us¢, tun¢, drum, flag, hat. 


Tom has a flag and a drum. 
The flag is red, white, and blue. 
He has the flag in his hat. 
He likes to use the drum. 

He can not play a tune. 
Have you a drum? 
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Words for drill: 


chill 
chip 
chin 
cheek 
such 
much 
tduch 
éach 
péach 
reach 


can 
can¢ 
cap 
cap¢ 
hat 
hat¢ 
pan 
pan¢ 
mat 


mat¢ 


hop 
hop¢ 
rob 
rob¢ 
not 
not¢ 
rod 
rod¢ 
pop 
pop¢ 


[74] 


bit 
bit¢ 
dim 
dim¢ 
hid 
hid¢ 
fin 
fing 
pin 
ping 


cut 
cut¢ 
tub 
tube 
us 
us¢ 
cub 
cubé 
plum 


plam¢ 


A 
Give sound: Q, 


corn, for, hors¢, kind, Dick. 


Dick is a kind horse. 

I can ride on him. 

Here is sweet corn for him. 
He likes corn to eat. 

I like to pet Dick. 

He likes to have me pet him. 


(75 ] 


Give sound: sh _ 


fish, she, glob¢, fins. 


Fan has a little fish. 

She has it in a globe. 
The fish has fins. 

See it swim in the globe! 
I like to see it swim. 
Fan feeds the fish. 

It can live in the globe. 


[76] 


Give sound: 4. 


fall, all, balls, saw, had. 


I saw a big tree. 

It had little brown balls on it. 
It had brown leaves, too. 

The balls will fall off. 

fere 1s a, ball from. the tree. 
All the leaves will fall off. 
Buds will be left on the tree. 


[77] 


Words for drill: 


fish 
dish 
wish 
hush 
rush 
erush 
sash 
lash 
rash 


dash 


shé 


shut 

show 
shall 
shell 


sheep 


[78] 


or 

for 
corn 
nor 
hors¢ 
horn 
eérd 
eérk 
fork 


shért 


all 
ball 
eall 
tall 
hall 
wall 
small 
fall 
saw 


law 


Give sound: OU. hous¢, out, 
snajl, hid¢, shell, back, of 


x SO 
x \ H| 
Ww I! hl y, 2 gill 
aa) y ® iy Wi WA ip 
Wy | 
“4 é, y 


Here is a snail. 

les lives 1n a shell. 

The shell is his house. 
He has it on his back. 
He can hide in the shell. 
Can he get out of it? 


[79 ] 


Give sound: OW. 


cow, how, down, milk, drink. 


See the white cow! 

How still she stands! 

She is down in the pond. 

She likes to stand in’ the pond. 
She can drink from the pond. 
The cow gives us milk. 

I like milk to drink. 


[80 ] 


Give sound: ). 


arg, far, stars, find, dipper, sky. 


Here is a big dipper. 

It is made of stars. 

Stars are far up in the sky. 

How far off the stars are! 

A. bird can not fly so far. 

Can you find the big dipper 
up in the sky? 


[ 81 ] 


Give sound: UT. burn, ox¢n, drag. 


Here is a log house. 

The man lives in it. 

See him cut down the tree! 

Oxen will drag the log to 
the house. 

The man will burn the log. 


[82 ] 


Give sounds: @f and Ir. 


girl, her, dédr, rock, sat. 


mvellis a dearlittle girl: 

She sat down to rock her doll. 
Little Nell went to sleep. 
Her doll is not asleep. | 
Sleep on, little Nell! 

The doll will be still. 


[83 ] 


Give sound: h. 


this, them, pin¢, con¢, did. 


This is @ pime cone. 

It fell down from a big tree. 
It had little brown seeds in it. 
Did the seeds fly off? 

I do not see them. 


Pine seeds can fly in the wind. 
[ 84 ] 


Give sound: Y. 
kitty 
very 
purrs 
fur 


lap 

rub 
Here is my pretty white kitty. 
She likes to sit in my lap. 
fone to rub her soft, tur. 
Kitty likes to have me rub her. 
She sits very still and purrs. 
I love my pretty kitty. 


She loves me, too. 
[85 ] 


Words for drill: 


ou 
out 
about 
our 
flour 
hous¢ 
mous¢ 
round 


ur 
burn 
hurt 
purr 
curl 
turn 


Ow 
cow 
how 
now 
down 
town 
brown 
crown 


er 
her 
fern 
serv¢ 
jerk 
Bert 


car 
star 
dark 
mark 


park 


th 
this 
that 
then 
them 
they 
thes¢ 
thos¢ 


~— 


y 
very 
pretty 
Nelly 
windy 
dusty 


Give sounds: OY and y. 


boy, ‘ lie. rak¢ 
vet, meee 

now. 
yard, 


lam a big boy now. 
iwhave-a big rake. 

See me rake up the leaves! 
iike to rake the yard. 
The leaves are not dry yet. 


J like to burn dry leaves. 
[ 87 ] 


Give sound: OO. 


root, food, néxt, yédr, grow, mak¢. 


Here is a big root. 

It has food in it. 

1.18 a beet: 

This plant did not make seeds. 
Next year it will grow. 

It will have little flowers. 


It will have seeds, too. 
[88 ] 


Give sound: th (soft), glad, thick, moth. 


en ae 


See this pretty moth! 

It came out of a thick cocoon. 

mre you glad -to get out 
pretty moth? 

You can not eat leaves, now. 


? 


Can you eat from a flower? 
You can fly well. 


[89 ] 


Give sound: OO. 


woods, with, 
brook, steal, 
homé, held, 
or, they 


I went into the woods. 

I sat down by the brook. 
Little seeds held to my dress. 
I did not see them. 

They came home with me. 
They like to steal a ride. 
They can not fly or jump. 


[90] 


Give sound: Wh. = wheel, woman, 
— yy = 6 u 
wool, cloth, sheep, was, thén. 


Pere isa-bio wheel. 

It was used to spin wool. 

™~ man cut the wool off a 
sheep. 

A woman spun the wool. 

Then she made it into cloth. 

She made a dress of the cloth. 
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Give sound: 4, last, past, moon, 
week, round, cars. 


See the pretty round moon! 
Last week it was not round. 
The moon is back of the tree. 
I can run past the tree. 

I can not run past the moon. 
The cars can’ not run past 


the moon. 
[92] 


Give sound: (, 1G¢, nic¢, north, 
lamp, cloth¢s, warm, our. 


‘ue 


I live in the cold north. 

Our house is made of snow 
anid 1Ce. 

A lamp warms our house. 

See my fur clothes! 

They are nice and wax. 

I. have a pretty sled. 


[93 ] 


4 
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Words for drill: 


oy 
boy 
toy 
Roy 
coy 
Troy 


oo 
good 
book 
look 
cook 
brook 
woods 
shook 


y 
yes 
yet 
yard 
yell 
your 


wh 

when 
why 
whip 
whit¢ 
which 
what 
whin¢ 


oo 
too 
noon 
soon 
room 
school 


a 
ask 
task 
fast 
class 
glass 
erass 
pass 


th (ort) 
thin 
thick 
three 
thank 
think 


¢ 
ic¢ 


Give sound: re. sine, swine, baby, 


ba Oe apes 
soon, mimma, watch. 


= \\ f 
YS RS Chitin ae 
Pp iL 


See our dear baby boy! 

I like to swing him. 

I can sing to him, too. 

Soon he will be asleep. 

iben | must be very’still. 

Mamma likes to have me 
watch baby. 
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Give sounds: Ol and g. nois¢, boiler, 


éngind, what, toy, whisfl¢. 


Ned has a toy engine. 

It has a little boiler. 

See the little whistle! 

Can it make a noise? 

Ned likes to see the engine 
run. 

What makes it run? 
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Give sound: Q, comé, some, seem, 


night, keep, whén, clos¢d, dp¢n. 


Night has come. 

pee the little leaves! 

They seem to be asleep. 

All the leaves have closed. 

They try to keep warm. 

When will they open? 

Some flowers close at night, 
too. 


[97] 


Give sounds: é and 4. winter, need, 
r¢é, do¢s, arms. 


Here is a little br 

It is warm where she lives. 

Cold winter does not come 
there. 

She does not need warm 
clothes. See her bare arms! 

Her feet are bare, too. 


[98] 


Words for drill: 


ng 
sing’ 


coin 
join 
joint 
point 
moist 
boil 
toil 
noise 


voic¢ 


ig¢ 
pag¢ 
cagd 
stagd 
lare¢ 
gentl¢ 
ridg¢ 


é é 4 
son har¢ 
don¢ __hajr 
com¢  star¢ 
som¢é staf? 
mother wé¢ar 
lové bear 
dov¢ wher¢ 


bridg¢ wonder ther¢ 


lodg¢ 


[99] 


brother téar 


STORY OF A SWEEP PEA 


OnE bright spring day, a tiny plant, with 
two very small green leaves, peeped up from 
the dark earth. 

“How bright the sunshine is, and how 
fresh the air!” it said, and a thrill of joy 
went through the little plant at being alive 
and awake in the beautiful world. 

“T wish I might grow higher,” said the 
little plant to itself. 

Then the tiny rootlets began feeling about 
in the ground for something to feed the young 
plant, so it could grow. 

Day after day they sent food up the stem 
to the growing plant. Day after day the 


* These stories are designed to be read to the children in connection 
with the lessons in the early part of the book. 


[ 100 ] 


plant grew bigger and stronger. It sent out 
many more leaves, and each day, with its 
clinging tendrils, it climbed toward the blue 
sky and the bright sun. 

Daily it rejoiced in the brightness around 
it, in the beauty of its own leaves, and in the 
grace of its slender stem and twining tendrils. 

One day it began to think, “I wonder if I 
could not make a still more beautiful thing 
than my green leaves and curling tendrils.” 

Soon a tiny bud began to form. In a few 
days the bud opened into a dainty flower. 

Now the pea-vine was content. ‘What 
can be more beautiful,” it said, ‘than my 
bright blossom ; what more pleasing than its 
sweet odor or delicate coloring? Iam sorry 
for those plants which cannot make such 
flowers.” 


[101] 


Then the little flower began to think, too. 
“Am I to do nothing but look pretty? All 
spring and summer the plant has toiled for me. 
Daily, the roots and the leaves have taken 
food from the earth and air. The stem has 
brought it to me. Can I in no way repay all 
this labor? Is there nothing that I can do?” 

Just then a bee came droning along and 
rested upon the pretty flower. To her the 
dainty blossom whispered its trouble. The 
bee must have whispered a secret, too, for 
after her visit the blossom seemed content. 

Before many days its graceful head drooped, 
and then, ere long, the pretty flower was 
gone. 

In its stead was a tiny green pod. Each 
day the pod grew bigger and bigger. The 
cool fall days came. Upon the vine hung the 


[102 ] 


flower’s work, — now no longer a green pod, 
but a brown one, filled with five little round, 
black seeds. 

In each little seed was wrapped a tiny 
germ that could grow into a new pea-vine, 
and bear other beautiful flowers next year. 

Now the little sweet pea was happier than 
ever. And no wonder! She was thinking 
of those five wonderful seeds,— each seed 
being a promise of many beautiful flowers 
another year. 


THE STORY OF A MOTH. 


OnE day last fall a great green caterpillar 
was crawling slowly along on the ground. 
“Oh!” he said, ‘how cold it is growing! 
What is to become of me? I cannot fly away, 
[103 ] 


as the birds do, and I do not wish to go 
down into the mud, as the frogs have done. 

“T fear Jack Frost will soon come and 
catch me. I believe I will try to build me 
a warm house. 

‘“Where can I find a good place to build? 
Not on the ground; some giant might step 
on my house. 

‘Birds build up in trees; why should not 
I? Yes, that is just the thing to do.” 

So up the maple tree Caterpillar started. 
It took him a great while to crawl up, but he 
kept on very patiently. 

At last he found a twig that suited him 
very well. ‘I shall make my house the color 
of this twig,” he said; ‘for then, it can not 
be easily seen.”’ 

Caterpillar began to spin fine threads 


[104 ] 


around his body and over the twig in a 
curious way. 

“How glad I am that I can stay right here 
and make my house,” he thought. ‘Ido not 
have to go back and forth with straw and 
grass, aS the birds do.” 

So he spun and spun for a long time. By 
and by his house was done, and he was asleep 
inside. 

No door or window had this queer little 
house. No visitors were expected to come 
in, and Caterpillar did not need to look out, 
for he expected to sleep all winter. 

He would find some way of getting out when 
the time came. 

All through the long, cold winter his house 
swung back and forth on the maple bough. 

No cold hurt him, —no wind waked him. 


[ 105 ] 


No hunger came to him, because he had eaten 
so much before he went into his house. Sleep, 
sleep, seemed to be all he needed. 

Finally the cold winter was over, and the 
bright spring came again. 

The frogs came up from their warm beds 
in the earth. The birds returned from their 
long southern trip. | 

Then a strange thing happened: There 
appeared a tiny hole in the brown house, and 
out came, — not a caterpillar at all, —but a 
beautiful creature with four pretty wings! 

How could that be? Surely nothing but 
the caterpillar went in! The house has been 
shut tight all winter, — how, then, could a 
winged moth come out? 

It sounds more wonderful than a fairy story, 
but it is perfectly true. 


[106 } 


While he was asleep, he changed to this 
beautiful shape. 

“ Ah!” he said, ‘‘ Mother Nature has been 
very kind to me while I slept. Now I can 
fly as well as the birds.” 

And away he flew, as happy as a lark and 
as beautiful as a rainbow. 


A WONDER-BOX. 


Ir is a very little box. It is black, and 
round like a ball. It has no lid. There is 
no key to it. There seems to be no way to 
open it. 

But the box really can be opened, only it 
must be done in just the right way, or noth- 
ing will be found in it. 

‘. Neither you nor,I can open it in the right 
ee [107 ] 
‘4 


My 
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1 
be oe | ‘3 
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way. If we should take a strong knife and 
cut it open, we should say, ‘‘ Why, there is 
nothing in it; it is only a little solid ball all 
the way through. 

“The next time we find one we shall not 
trouble ourselves about it. We shall just 
throw it away.” And so we do. 

Out upon the ground the little round ball 
goes sailing from our hands. 

It rests upon the soft brown earth. It sinks 
deeper and deeper into the ground. Now it 
can not be seen. It seems to be gone forever. 

Not so. The Maker of the wonder-box has 
not forgotten it. He knows how to open it. 
He sends some little fairies to unlock it. 

The Rain-fairy comes to the little box and 
taps upon it. Lo! it grows bigger. 

The Sunshine-fairy calls from above. Now 


[108 ] 


the box begins to open. Up into the air 
Springs a tiny green-coated messenger. Down 
deeper into the earth go slender white runners. 

Higher and higher grows the vine, —for a 
vine it is. Deeper and wider spread the 
roots. | 

No magician ever took so much out of so 
small a box as the Rain-fairy and Sunshine- 
fairy have called from this tiny wonder-box 
in the ground. And, after all, it is not so 
strange, for this little box was a real live 
thing. But it was fast asleep. The good 
fairies have waked it up, and it is beginning 
to eat and grow. Itis growing for something, 
too. 

It is going to make more wonder-boxes, and 
leave in them the power with which it itself 
started. 


[ 109 ] 


So far as we can see, it has nothing to 
make them of, except the moisture, the air, 
and the sunshine. 

But it goes on with its work, until at last, 
behold what it has done, — roots, stem, leaves, 
buds, flowers, seeds, — a hundred times itself 
has this one little wonder-box brought forth ! 

Every seed is just such a wonder-box. Al- 
though some of them are so tiny, each has 
this strange power. 

Some hold trees, some little plants, some 
big ones —plants of different sizes, shapes, 
and kinds. 

No seed ever makes a mistake. It is sure 
to make a plant and seeds just like itself. 
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